
 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
 FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 1320 NORTH EASTERN AVENUE 
 LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90063-3294 

     (323) 881-2401 

P. MICHAEL FREEMAN 
FIRE CHIEF 
FORESTER & FIRE WARDEN 

 
SERVING THE UNINCORPORATED AREAS OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY AND THE CITIES OF: 

 
AGOURA HILLS 
ARTESIA 
AZUSA 
BALDWIN PARK 
BELL 
BELL GARDENS 
BELLFLOWER 
BRADBURY 
 

CALABASAS 
CARSON 
CERRITOS 
CLAREMONT 
COMMERCE 
COVINA 
CUDAHY 
 

DIAMOND BAR 
DUARTE 
EL MONTE 
GARDENA 
GLENDORA 
HAWAIIAN GARDENS 
HAWTHORNE 
 

HIDDEN HILLS 
HUNTINGTON PARK 
INDUSTRY 
INGLEWOOD 
IRWINDALE 
LA CANADA FLINTRIDGE 
LA HABRA 

LA MIRADA 
LA PUENTE 
LAKEWOOD 
LANCASTER 
LAWNDALE 
LOMITA 
LYNWOOD 

MALIBU 
MAYWOOD 
NORWALK 
PALMDALE 
PALOS VERDES ESTATES 
PARAMOUNT 
PICO RIVERA 

POMONA 
RANCHO PALOS VERDES 
ROLLING HILLS 
ROLLING HILLS ESTATES 
ROSEMEAD 
SAN DIMAS 
SANTA CLARITA 

SIGNAL HILL 
SOUTH EL MONTE 
SOUTH GATE 
TEMPLE CITY 
WALNUT 
WEST HOLLYWOOD 
WESTLAKE VILLAGE 
WHITTIER 

 

 
November 15, 2005 
 
 
The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012 
 
Dear Supervisors: 
 

FIVE-YEAR RENEWAL AGREEMENT WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF QUEBEC TO  
LEASE SUPERSCOOPERS ON AN AS-NEEDED BASIS AND  

2006 CONTRACT AIRCRAFT PROGRAM EXPENDITURE AUTHORITY 
(ALL DISTRICTS) (3 VOTES) 

 
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD ACTING AS THE GOVERNING BODY OF 
THE CONSOLIDATED FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT: 
 

1. Approve and instruct the Chair to sign the attached five-year lease renewal 
agreement, in English and French, between the Consolidated Fire Protection 
District of Los Angeles County (District) and the Government of Quebec 
(Quebec), for the amphibious CL-215T or CL-415 aircraft (SuperScooper) on 
an as-needed basis. 

 
2. Authorize the Fire Chief to execute the annual lease for each of the five years, 

if required and funding is available. 
 

3. Establish $3.5 million as the annual expenditure authority for the Contract 
Aircraft Program. 
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PURPOSE / JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
The purpose of these recommended actions is to enhance the District’s ability to provide 
fire suppression services during the annual brush fire season that begins July 1st and 
extends through December 31st.  Should extreme climate conditions prevail, the fire 
season can extend through January 31st. The District is submitting a five-year renewal 
agreement, in English and French, with Quebec to lease the SuperScoopers on an as-
needed basis to accomplish this purpose.  The original agreement was approved by your 
Honorable Board in 1996.  The SuperScooper lease agreement is one of the components 
of the Contract Aircraft Program that also includes a cooperative agreement with the 
Angeles National Forest to share costs for a helitanker, personnel, and a joint air tanker 
base operation. 
 
Super Scooper CL-215T/CL415 
 
The portion of the 2006 fire season from October 1, 2006 through December 31, 2006, will 
be the first year of the five-year annual renewal lease.  The District has the ability to bring 
the aircraft in prior to October 1, 2006, if we experience severe fire weather. The 2005 
lease rates for each SuperScooper aircraft, as indicated in “Exhibit A”, are as follows: first 
30 days: $415,920; days 31 through 44: $11,730 per day; and each day thereafter: $9,995 
per day.  The hourly flight rate is $765 per aircraft.  Either party may terminate the 
agreement for cause or convenience upon 15 days prior written notice. 
 
The District will continue to evaluate other air attack resources as they become available, 
and will seek funding for SuperScooper operations from other agencies, as appropriate. 
 
Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals 
 
The Contract Aircraft Program is consistent with the County’s purpose as stated in the 
County Vision Statement.  The implementation of this program will aid in the District’s 
efforts to ensure the well being of individuals, families, businesses and communities within 
our jurisdiction through wildland fire suppression activities.  The program is also consistent 
with County Strategic Plan Goal No. 1 – Service Excellence, and Goal No. 4 – Fiscal 
Responsibility, by providing state-of-the-art brush fire protection through a cost-effective 
contract. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION 
 
This lease renewal agreement is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines in that this activity will 
not have a significant adverse effect on the environment.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 
 
Funding in the amount of $2.5 million for the entire Contract Air Program has been 
identified in the District’s Fiscal Year 2005-2006 Budget.  However, the board authorized 
spending authority is allocated to spend up to $2.85 million.  The current annual 
expenditure allocated needs to be increased to $3.5 million due to inflationary cost  
during the next five-year period.  The District will return to your Honorable Board for 
additional expenditure authority if warranted by fire conditions. 
 
FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
The District and Quebec have developed a lease renewal agreement that allows the 
District to determine when conditions require the use of the SuperScooper annually for a 
five-year period.  Each year the Fire Chief will review wildland firefighting requirements, 
and identify appropriate funding, prior to committing to lease the SuperScoopers from 
Quebec.  The District is not obligated to lease the SuperScoopers if not necessitated by 
fire conditions or activity. 
 
An official translator for the Superior Court of the County of Los Angeles has certified that 
the French version is a true and correct translation of the English version.  The translator’s 
certification is attached for your review. County Counsel has approved this agreement as 
to form. 
 
CONTRACTING PROCESS 
 
The Government of Quebec is the only public entity that leases SuperScoopers to other 
agencies. 
 
IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS) 
 
Approval of these recommendations will enhance the District’s fire suppression 
capabilities.  This enhancement is crucial during the extreme climatic conditions of the 
District’s fire season. 
 








































































